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Technote 11
Monitoring BMCCs

L
A

C
T
A

T
IO

N11.1 Check Bulk Milk Cell Counts whenever they arrive,

to see if they have risen.

BMCCs are generally performed on vat milk samples at daily, weekly or 10-day
intervals. Although there is sometimes a lag period, most BMCC reports are
received by farmers frequently enough to be a valuable and timely tool for
monitoring trends in the current mastitis status of herds.

Herds with BMCC below 150,000 cells/mL have excellent mastitis control. A
sudden increase in BMCC may indicate one or more missed clinical cases. If the
herd BMCC is usually less than 200,000 cells/mL, an increase of 10% may indicate
a missed clinical case (see section 11.3).

Assessment of a series of BMCC, by graphing BMCC against the date, is more
useful than trying to interpret daily fluctuations in BMCC. The onset of new
infections in individual cows or variations in cell output of cows with existing
infections can cause fluctuations in BMCC. Consequently the causes of BMCC
increases are more difficult to interpret in herds where there is a high level of
existing infection and high cell count herds have greater daily variation than
those with low counts.

Example of a BMCC report from Bonlac Foods Limited


